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Dave Hubert's dreams and his work for the
good of society have cost him about $1
million.

The Mill Woods man gave up a top Alberta
government job and big pension years ago
because of his commitment to social justice
for others.

He founded several city charitable
organizations including the Mennonite
Centre for Newcomers, the local Habitat
for Humanity, the former Edmonton
Recycling Society, and the Avenue of
Nations.

Ted Langford, a friend and president of
Alberta College, says Hubert might have
alienated some people with his tenacity to
nurse groups into life. But if he hadn't
pushed maybe nothing would have
happened.

"There was no grand master plan," says
Hubert, 60, who is president of the city's
Canadian-Vietnamese Friendship
Association.

"He always has a lot of new ideas on how
to fix things," says Thanh Nguyen, a
prominent Vietnamese community
member.

Hubert's zeal for social justice is partly due
to his religious heritage from his parents,
who were German Mennonite refugees.
They immigrated from the former Soviet
Union in the 1920s to Coaldale in southern
Alberta, where he was born.

Two years of theological training also
sparked his social justice focus on refugees
and immigrants, ex-convicts, natives, the
physically and mentally disabled, and
peace and the environment.

After becoming a teacher, and founder of
Alberta Vocational College (now Portage
College) in Lac La Biche, and helping
found AVC and Keyano College in Fort
McMurray, he began four years as head of
Edmonton's AVC, now Norquest College.

"He tends to be very progressive," says
Adrian Tremblay, a counsellor at Norquest.

"He's committed to working with the
underprivileged, and to making this society
more comfortable for us."

In 1985, he gave up a senior position with
the province's advanced education
department to become the first executive
director of the non-profit Mennonite Centre
for Newcomers, which he also helped
found.

Infomart Page 1



"One of my friends said, 'Dave, you're
plumb crazy. You're leaving a good job
with teenagers in the house for a job with a
charity that has no money,' " he recalls.

"At the time, I was making about $55,000 a
year and after that my salary was $15,000.

"I once did a calculation of lost earnings
and reduced pension and it's pretty close to
$1 million."

"He sacrificed himself for the public," says
Nguyen.

With the Mennonite Centre operating
effectively, Hubert formed the Edmonton
Recycling Society.

It subsequently beat out large private
waste-management firms to win a city
contract to pick up recyclable materials
from 100,000 homes in north Edmonton.
The city took over recycling a few years
ago.

In the early 1990s, he helped found a
branch of Habitat for Humanity in
Edmonton to build houses for the poor.

He also helped found the Avenue of
Nations along 97th Street, a business
association to provide jobs for immigrants
and refugees through business promotion,
beautification and advertising.

Hubert says although some people called
him crazy and a dreamer and some of his
ideas "bombed," he takes a "great deal of
satisfaction" that several dreams came true
and organizations were formed to make
them happen.

He's also a man who speaks his mind and

holds some unconventional and
controversial views, particularly on defence
policy, with whom others strongly
disagree.

He founded the Canadian Peace
Foundation in 1998 to get Canada to adopt
a non-violent, Mahatma Gandhi approach
to defence, using "co-active conflict"
where there are two winners instead of one
winner and one loser.

In 1997, he founded Christian Peacemakers
International to get land for poor Central
American peasants to reduce unrest,
violence and conflict.

If you know of any interesting people,
places or activities in the Edmonton area
we'd love to hear from you. Please send us
your suggestions by phoning us at
498-5862, fax 429-5500 or e-mail:
msadava@thejournal.southam.ca
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