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A link between donated computers and
peace seems tenuous indeed. That's until
you talk with Bryan Butler and Dave
Hubert, members of Christian Peacemakers
International (CPI) and the driving force
behind an educational project stretching
from Edmonton to Honduras.

The project is called computer-assisted
learning, or CAL for short. It sees donated
computers from Edmonton loaded with
educational software as a way to give
Honduran people more opportunities for
employment, and thereby a way to escape
the cycle of poverty and despair that CPI
believes is at the root of civil unrest in
Central America.

On Monday, Butler gets on a plane for
Honduras to lead the CAL project,
kick-started in 2007 with a donation of nine
computers from Habitat for Humanity (an
organization Hubert helped found in 1990).
For the last two years, Christian
Peacemakers International--a tiny
organization, headquartered in Edmonton
but with international aspirations--has been
fundraising to reach its goal of $60,000 for
this project.

They still have $18,000 left to raise, but are
sending Butler on ahead and hoping the
dollars will follow.

Butler is going to Santa Cruz, a city of
50,000 in the north of Honduras where
very few people have progressed beyond
Grade 6 due to a lack of education
infrastructure and opportunities. Hubert
and Butler think that by bringing the
computers --pre-loaded with an approved
Spanish junior high school curriculum--to
people in the community, they can give
locals a way to improve their own lives.

So far, two women in their 20s who work
at the CPI office in Santa Cruz have
completed the Grade 8 curriculum after a
whirlwind 18 weeks of study. The next
stage sees 30 people, mostly adults, signed
up for classes. Each must sign a "sweat
equity" agreement, requiring them to teach
two other people in Santa Cruz what they
have learned.

"At some point, if this goes well, we could
see going to Grade 11," says Butler, a
Vegreville resident who has a background
in Third World education projects.

Rural Honduran schools have no books--
no texts, reference books or novels--and so
part of CAL'S goal is to acquire Spanish
books in Canada, scan them, and send them
to Honduras so students will have access to
good reading material.

"Even the Grinch who stole Christmas has

Infomart Page 1



a peaceful message," Hubert says with a
chuckle.

The computer project is part of an overall
development plan being executed through
CPI's Santa Cruz office. Part of the junior
high school curriculum sees students take
part in a simple agricultural project that
teaches them how to raise food on a three
square-metre plot of land. Even a tiny plot
of land to grow fruits or vegetables has the
potential to change the lives of people in
underdeveloped regions.

"The goal is to find ways for families to
earn $200 a month," explains Butler, who
taught school in Africa for 10 years.
"That's the level of income that gives
families choices, to buy medicine, to buy
birth control, to pay for school."

Most families in the Santa Cruz area earn
between $45 and $60 a month.
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